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Rabbi Linda Motzkin shows some of her scroll she scribed by hand using a feather quill at Temple Sinai in Saratoga Springs on Thursday.

SARATOGA SPRINGS

Sacred texts crafted under scribe’s hand

Rabbi nearly finished copying
book of Esther onto parchment

BY SARA FOSS
Gazette Reporter

Before Rabbi Linda Motzkin
sits down at her desk to write,
she dons a colorful yarmulke
and a prayer shawl.

She says a blessing, She
uses a special two-handled
cup called a laver to wash her
hands. She makes a statement
in Hebrew: “Here I am writing
this scroll, for the sake of the
holiness of the seroll.”

It is something all scribes
say before they begin working
on a seroll, and Motzkin is no
exception, though she does
add a personal touch: “And in
memory of my mother.” Then
she takes a feather quill and
begins to write on parchment
made from calfskin.

Motzkin has spent the
past two and a half years
copying the biblical book
of Esther onto along scroll

that wraps around a wooden
roller. On the evening of
March 3, the beginning of
the Jewish festival of Purim,
she will write the final letter
of the book, which is read
in synagogues on Purim.
Purim commemorates the
deliverance of the Jews of
ancient Persia by Esther, a
young Jewish woman, from
a massacre plotted by the
villainous Haman, an adviser
to the king of Persia.

Motzkin, 47, began learning
the ancient skills of the sofrim,

See SCRIBE, page A9
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Motzkin holds a laver that she uses to wash her hands be-
fore she scribes by hand.
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